




 

    To those who hold keys to the building we want to stress 

the importance of ensuring the building is securely locked 

after every usage. As a rule, if you unlock a door please lock 

it after, even if someone else is in the building. Ensure all 

windows are closed and locked, all lights are out and the door 

locked. Not often, but occasionally a door gets left unlocked 

all through the night, so please be extra vigilant in securing 

the building. 

Our choir and organists have resumed their weekly 

practices. If you have an interest in joining the choir we 

would love to have you. What a joy it would be to have enough 

in the choir to need to use the seats on the other side of the 

chancel. We welcome people of all ages.  

Canon Shirley continues to look after our Sunday readings 

and reader lists. In the past year we added a couple of new 

readers to the list, but would love to have even more. If you would 

like to be one of our readers on a Sunday morning please speak 

to Canon Shirley. 

Altar Servers are needed. We welcome any young people 

in our congregation that would like to serve at the altar to 

please speak to Rev. Randy. Duties include things such as 

lighting and putting out the candles, carrying the cross, 

helping with Communion, etc. Canon Morgan did some 

extensive training with a group of adults as well in the past 

year, so we would like to get them involved in this ministry as 

well this year. 

Do you know that parishioners can sign-up for E-Giving? 

This helps ensure that your parish receives your regular 

offerings on a biweekly or monthly basis through regular 

deductions from your bank account. This is especially helpful to 

the parish during the summer months when many of our 

parishioners are away for long periods of time. Further 

information about this is available from the parish office as well 

as the proper forms to set it up. 

There is still a small number of 2024 Church Calendars for 

sale. They cost $5 each and can be picked up from the parish office.  

Ballicatter - We are pleased to report that they have a full 

program, with an extensive waiting list of children wanting to 

attend. This is great news for them and great news for our 

parish, as they are the main renter of the parish hall. This year, 

because of increased operating expenses, we had to increase 

their rent by $250 making it $2250 per month from September 

to June. They are very understanding of this and it is the first 

increase since they began using our space. As a reminder, 

because of government regulations under which they operate, 

we must ensure that when they are using the space, which 

includes the parish centre and washrooms, no other persons 

are allowed access. Their usual hours of operation are from 

2:00 pm until 6:00 pm Monday to Friday. 

Help needed in our Sound Room on Sunday mornings? 

There is a real need for volunteers to control the microphones, 

etc. during our morning services so that we have the right volume 

and everyone can hear what is being said. This would be a great 

thing for some of our young people to get involved with, they have 

lots of technical ability for sure. We would also like to get back to 

using our screens on a more regular basis as well. Speak to Rev. 

Randy about it. 

Our Food Bank collection bins are permanently placed in 

the foyer, and we welcome donations of non-perishable food 

items. Once the bins are full, they are transferred to the food 

bank at St. Lawrence's church in Portugal Cove, where the food 

hampers are prepared on a regular basis for distribution to 

those in need in our town. Some of our parishioners are regular 

contributors to our food bins on a weekly or bi-weekly basis, 

we encourage even more to consider donating. 

We enter a new year in which war, violence and conflict now 

overshadow so many parts of our world. May we encourage and 

support others to take those first steps down the road to peace, 

to walk in the way of reconciliation, to seek to heal and not hurt. 

That need not only be among nations, for it is often necessary 

in our own communities, our families and churches. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ's life and ministry were based on faith, hope 

and love. As we try to faithfully follow in the steps of the Master, 

seeking to love God and our neighbour, may the words of Saint Paul 

encourage us to work more closely together for a better future: So 

then let us pursue the things that make for peace and the 

building up of one another'(Romans 14:19). 

Let us, therefore, continue to build relationships, break down 

barriers, and work for a sustainable and lasting peace and as 

ambassadors of Christ's message of reconciliation may we model a 

better way of living and loving now and in the years to come. 

May 2024 be a year filled with the blessings of health, happiness 

and peace in all your lives, and may we do our part, even if it is 

the size of a mustard seed, to make our world a better place. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!! 

Rev. Randy 

Parish Recycling program is something we are very proud 

of in our parish. This is a project taken on by our men's group 

(ACM) many years ago and still going strong. Residents of 

the town drop off their bottles and cans at several designated 

sites, our men pick it up and take it to the recycling trailer, 

where it gets sorted, counted and bagged every Monday 

night. Once we have enough its placed on a trailer and taken 

to the recycling depot in St. John's. In addition to keeping a 

lot of stuff out of the landfill, it brings much needed money 

into our parish budget. There is a need for extra volunteers 

that can spare about two hours on a Monday night (7-9 pm) 

to come along and help out. If you can do this, please speak 

to our ACM president, Gary King at 709-895-6239. 

Maintenance Fund. We are so grateful to our 

parishioners who regularly give to the parish 

maintenance fund. Much of the work we completed on 

the building in 2023 (roof, lights, etc) was able to be 

done without incurring debt because we had a very 

healthy balance in our maintenance fund. We were also 

able in December to finish paying off the outstanding 

loan on our Geo-Thermal heating system because of your 

regular offerings to this fund. For the past 7 or 8 years 

each month we paid this loan from the maintenance 

fund, and now the loan is retired. We ask our 

parishioners to please keep on giving for the 

Maintenance Fund so that we build it up again, when a 

need or an emergency arises then we have funds 

available to pay for it without adding debt. This is very 

important because with a building this size you never 

know when something will need to be done.  

If you would like to receive the rector's messages, 

bulletins and other parish information from time-to-time 

please provide him with your email address by contacting him 

at the following address: lockyerrandy@gmail.com  

Please check our parish Facebook page as well as our 

website for weekly updates. Any information we want to get 

out to our parishioners will be shared and please pass it along 

to others that may not be using this technology. 
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